
 

 

2019 Bible Reading Plan: The New Testament!!! 
WEEK 12 (3/31) - Mark 1-5 

Monday - Mark 1 Tuesday - Mark 2 
Wednesday - Mark 3 Thursday - Mark 4 

Friday - Mark 5 

“Come back to the Bible.  Begin to read it.   
Study it & God will speak to you and change you.”  Billy Graham  

Are You Competing with Jesus? 
Life Isn’t About You. 

John 3:22–36; 4:1-2 (ESV) 

Busy Time VS. Quality Time 
- Are You Missing Out On Something G               ? 
[22] After this Jesus and his disciples went into the 
Judean countryside, and he remained there with them 

Excuses VS. Obedience 
- Are You Bypassing God’s Call to B                      ? 
… and was baptizing.  [23] John also was baptizing at 
Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, 
and people were coming and being baptized [24] (for 
John had not yet been put in prison). 

Public Opinion (Fear of Man) VS. 
 Personal Call (Fear of God) 
- Are You Valuing Something L                      ? 
[25] Now a discussion arose between some of John's 
disciples and a Jew over purification. [26] And they 
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with 
you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—
look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 
• John 4:1–2 “Now when Jesus learned that the 

Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and 
baptizing more disciples than John [2] (although 
Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples)” 
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Competitive Comparison VS. Peaceful 
Contentment 
- Do You Trust God’s P                             ? 

- Are you content with suffering allowed? 
- Are you content with provision given or 

withheld?  
[27] John answered, “A person cannot receive even one 
thing unless it is given him from heaven.” 

- In relationships  
- marriage, singleness, family, friendships 

- In church 
- In health - physical, mental, emotional 
- In wealth 
- In workplace 
- In life - purpose, mission, identity 

• Philippians 4:11–13 “Not that I am speaking of being in 
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 
content. [12] I know how to be brought low, and I know how 
to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. [13] I 
can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 

• James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 

• Job 2:7–10 “So Satan went out from the presence of the 
LORD and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of 
his foot to the crown of his head. [8] And he took a piece of 
broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in 
the ashes [9] Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast 
your integrity? Curse God and die.” [10] But he said to her, 
“You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we 
receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all 
this Job did not sin with his lips. (ESV) 

Empty Striving VS. Joy-Filled Gratitude 
- Are You Completing God’s M                         ? 
[28] You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am 
not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ [29] 
The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, 
rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore 
this joy of mine is now complete. 

Jealousy VS. Humility 
- Are your thoughts prioritizing Jesus or self? 
- Is Jesus increasing in your life? 
[30] He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

Earthly Perspective VS. Eternal Perspective 
- Is you mindset increasingly b                    ? 
[31] He who comes from above is above all. He who is 
of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an 
earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 
[32] He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, 
yet no one receives his testimony. [33] Whoever 
receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is 
true. [34] For he whom God has sent utters the words 
of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. [35] 
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into 
his hand. [36] Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 
life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God remains on him. 
• Colossians 3:2 “Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth.”  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Are You Competing with Jesus? 
Life Isn’t About You. 

John 3:22–36; 4:1-2 (ESV) 

Busy Time VS. Quality Time 
- Are You Missing Out On Something Greater? 
[22] After this Jesus and his disciples went into the 
Judean countryside, and he remained there with them 

Excuses VS. Obedience 
- Are You Bypassing God’s Call to Baptism? 
… and was baptizing.  [23] John also was baptizing at 
Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, 
and people were coming and being baptized [24] (for 
John had not yet been put in prison). 

Public Opinion (Fear of Man) VS. 
 Personal Call (Fear of God) 
- Are You Valuing Something Lesser? 
[25] Now a discussion arose between some of John's 
disciples and a Jew over purification. [26] And they 
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with 
you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—
look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 
• John 4:1–2 “Now when Jesus learned that the 

Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and 
baptizing more disciples than John [2] (although 
Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples)” 

Competitive Comparison VS. Peaceful 
Contentment 
- Do You Trust God’s Provision? 

- Are you content with suffering allowed? 
- Are you content with provision given or 

withheld?  
[27] John answered, “A person cannot receive even one 
thing unless it is given him from heaven.” 

- In relationships  
- marriage, singleness, family, friendships 

- In church 
- In health - physical, mental, emotional 
- In wealth 
- In workplace 
- In life - purpose, mission, identity 
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• Philippians 4:11–13 “Not that I am speaking of being in 
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 
content. [12] I know how to be brought low, and I know how 
to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. [13] I 
can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 

• James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 

• Job 2:7–10 “So Satan went out from the presence of the 
LORD and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of 
his foot to the crown of his head. [8] And he took a piece of 
broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in 
the ashes [9] Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast 
your integrity? Curse God and die.” [10] But he said to her, 
“You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we 
receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all 
this Job did not sin with his lips. (ESV) 

Empty Striving VS. Joy-Filled Gratitude 
- Are You Completing God’s Mission? 
[28] You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am 
not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ [29] 
The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, 
rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore 
this joy of mine is now complete. 

Jealousy VS. Humility 
- Are your thoughts prioritizing Jesus or self? 
- Is Jesus increasing in your life? 
[30] He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

Earthly Perspective VS. Eternal Perspective 
- Is you mindset increasingly biblical? 
[31] He who comes from above is above all. He who is 
of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an 
earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 
[32] He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, 
yet no one receives his testimony. [33] Whoever 
receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is 
true. [34] For he whom God has sent utters the words 
of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. [35] 
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into 
his hand. [36] Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 
life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God remains on him. 
• Colossians 3:2 “Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth.”
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