
Week 33 – Questions to Consider 
2 Corinthians 12-13 ~ Galatians 1-3 

Fun Small Group Warm Up Question:  
If you could meet someone in history, who would it be? 

  
1.      God allowed Paul many amazing experiences (2 Corinthians 
12:2-3) in heaven but was not allowed to speak of it.  God allows Paul 
to suffer greatly from a “thorn” in the flesh which is a “messenger of 
Satan” (i.e. a demon, “messenger” is “angelos” in Greek which means 
angel, whether faithful or fallen) that actively harasses him.  When 
Paul asked for relief, how did God respond?  Why? (2 Corinthians 
12:8-10). How are you currently suffering?  What might God be 
teaching you from this passage? 
2.     Paul sees himself as a spiritual “parent” (2 Corinthians 12:14-15), 
investing himself in their spiritual growth.  Who has invested in you 
spiritually? How?  Who are you investing in spiritually?  How? 
3.     Paul describes “quarreling, jealous, anger, hostility, slander, 
gossip, conceit, and disorder… impurity, sexual immorality, and 
sensuality” as problems within churches (2 Corinthians 12:20-21).  
Why does Satan attack Christians and churches with such 
temptations?  How can we better resist Satan’s schemes? 
4.     Read 2 Corinthians 13:5. Why is testing the genuineness of our 
faith so important?  How might the parable of the sower (Matthew 
13:19-23), the fruits of the flesh versus spirit (Galatians 5:16-24), and 
the book of 1 John help us evaluate the sincerity of our belief in Jesus? 
For more see: www.trustworthyword.com/how-can-i-be-sure-im-a-
christian 
5.     When Paul admonishes the church at Galatia he doesn’t merely 
describe them as rejecting certain beliefs, he describes them as 
deserting God (Galatians 1:6).  How have you seen people you love 
turn away from God?  How has that affected you?  What are ways we 
can seek, like Paul, to turn people we care about back to Jesus? 
6.     How does Paul describe the aim of His life? (Galatians 1:10) How 
have you been tempted to be a “people pleaser”?  Why? How does this 
verse help you with having the right priorities and perspective for our 
focus and goals in life? 
7.     Paul confronts Peter over his hypocrisy that “was not in step with 
the truth of the gospel” (Galatians 2:14).  Why is such confrontation so 
tough?  So important?  Has anyone lovingly, but firmly, confronted 
you when you were in error?  How did it go? 

More questions at: www.southfork.church/2022-discussion-questions  

How to Have a Faithful Future 
Galatians 1:6-10 (ESV) 

1. Watch Out for False Faith S                           
- Deserting Him, a different gospel (not that there is another 

one), those who trouble you, want to distorting the gospel of 
Christ, a gospel contrary to the one we preached to You 

• Exclusivism - doctrine or belief that only one particular 
religion or belief system is true 
• Jesus is the only way - John 14:6, Acts 4:12, 1 John 2:23 

• Inclusivism - Jesus’ death also provide salvation for some 
who do not believe, salvation for people apart from conscious 
faith in Christ, but still only through Jesus; followers of other 
religions and even atheists can be saved by responding to 
God’s general revelation 

• Pluralism - acceptance of the concept that two or more 
religions with mutually exclusive truth claims are equally valid 

• Religious Universalism - a theological doctrine that all 
human beings will eventually be saved 

• Religious Syncretism - blending of two or more religious 
belief systems into a new system 
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http://www.southfork.church/2022-discussion-questions


2. Watch Out for Fake Versions of Jesus  
- I                                      
www.trustworthyword.com/character-of-god  
2 Corinthians 11:3–4 “But I am afraid that as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray 
from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. [4] For if someone 
comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, 
or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if 
you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put 
up with it readily enough.” 

1. Personal Motivator - Silence on Sin, Positive Thinking, Unity 
Over Holiness, Intolerant Tolerance, Evolving Morality (Not 
“Woe to you”, Matthew 23) 

2. Smooth-Talking, Attractional, Popular, & Loved Jesus (No 
Offense, Absolute Truth Statements - John 6:66; Not 
Despised & Rejected, Isaiah 55:3) 

3. Good Teacher, Wise Man - Doubting or Ignoring Jesus’ 
Divinity (Not, “I and the Father are one” John 10:30 

4. Physical Healer - Wanting Miracles More than God Himself 
(Not spiritual “good news”, “sight”, and “liberty” Luke 
4:20-30) 

5. Giver of Abundant Life - Earthly Focused, Treasures of Earth 
(Not “Set your mind on things above” - Colossians 3:2) 

6. Universal Salvation - All Go to Heaven, No Hell (Not 
“eternal punishment” and “eternal fire” Matthew 25:41, 46) 

7. Self-Improvement - Change Oneself (Not Holy Spirit’s 
Repentance and Sanctification, Galatians 3:3) 

8. Self-Love and Satisfaction (Not, “Let him deny himself” 
Matthew 16:24) 

9. Self-Rule - Obey Experiences, Emotions, and Opinions (Not 
“Obey God rather than men”, Acts 5:29) 

10. Servant of Mankind’s Will, Genie-Like (Not God’s “Will Be 
Done”, Matthew 6:10, 26:42) 

1 Corinthians 4:6 “learn by us not to go beyond what is written” 

3. Watch Out for Symptoms of U                         

Abandoning God’s gift of common sense 
(general revelation & 10 commandments) 
Romans 2:14–16 “For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, 
by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, 
even though they do not have the law. [15] They show that the 
work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience 
also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 
excuse them [16] on that day when, according to my gospel, God 
judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.”  
• Heterosexual immorality, Homosexuality, Transgender, 

Abortion, Gluttony, Laziness, Gambling, Anger, Substances, 
Health, Gluttony, Laziness, Finances, Greed, Government 

Abandoning God’s gift of Biblical revelation 
1 John 2:16–17 “For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. [17] And the world is passing away 
along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever.” 

4. Watch Out for P                        P                            
Galatians 1:10 “For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of 
God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to 
please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.” 

This Next Week’s New Testament Reading Plan: 
Week 34: Galatians 4-6, Ephesians 1-2 

- Hope & Purpose in Jesus: www.southfork.church/jesus  
- Daily Verse by Text Message: remind.com/join/sfbcdevo  
- Our Plan: www.southfork.church/2022-bible-reading-plan  
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How to Have a Faithful Future 
Galatians 1:6-10 (ESV) 

1. Watch Out for False Faith Systems 
- Deserting Him, a different gospel (not that there is another 

one), those who trouble you, want to distorting the gospel of 
Christ, a gospel contrary to the one we preached to You 

• Exclusivism - doctrine or belief that only one particular 
religion or belief system is true 
• Jesus is the only way - John 14:6, Acts 4:12, 1 John 2:23 

• Inclusivism - Jesus’ death also provide salvation for some 
who do not believe, salvation for people apart from conscious 
faith in Christ, but still only through Jesus; followers of other 
religions and even atheists can be saved by responding to 
God’s general revelation 

• Pluralism - acceptance of the concept that two or more 
religions with mutually exclusive truth claims are equally valid 

• Religious Universalism - a theological doctrine that all 
human beings will eventually be saved 

• Religious Syncretism - blending of two or more religious 
belief systems into a new system 

2. Watch Out for Fake Versions of Jesus - 
Idolatry 
www.trustworthyword.com/character-of-god  
2 Corinthians 11:3–4 “But I am afraid that as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray 
from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. [4] For if someone 
comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, 
or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if 
you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put 
up with it readily enough.” 

1. Personal Motivator - Silence on Sin, Positive Thinking, Unity 
Over Holiness, Intolerant Tolerance, Evolving Morality (Not 
“Woe to you”, Matthew 23) 

2. Smooth-Talking, Attractional, Popular, & Loved Jesus (No 
Offense, Absolute Truth Statements - John 6:66; Not 
Despised & Rejected, Isaiah 55:3) 

3. Good Teacher, Wise Man - Doubting or Ignoring Jesus’ 
Divinity (Not, “I and the Father are one” John 10:30 

4. Physical Healer - Wanting Miracles More than God Himself 
(Not spiritual “good news”, “sight”, and “liberty” Luke 
4:20-30) 

5. Giver of Abundant Life - Earthly Focused, Treasures of Earth 
(Not “Set your mind on things above” - Colossians 3:2) 

6. Universal Salvation - All Go to Heaven, No Hell (Not 
“eternal punishment” and “eternal fire” Matthew 25:41, 46) 

7. Self-Improvement - Change Oneself (Not Holy Spirit’s 
Repentance and Sanctification, Galatians 3:3) 

8. Self-Love and Satisfaction (Not, “Let him deny himself” 
Matthew 16:24) 

9. Self-Rule - Obey Experiences, Emotions, and Opinions (Not 
“Obey God rather than men”, Acts 5:29) 

10. Servant of Mankind’s Will, Genie-Like (Not God’s “Will Be 
Done”, Matthew 6:10, 26:42) 

1 Corinthians 4:6 “learn by us not to go beyond what is written” 
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3. Watch Out for Symptoms of Unbelief 

Abandoning God’s gift of common sense 
(general revelation & 10 commandments) 
Romans 2:14–16 “For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, 
by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, 
even though they do not have the law. [15] They show that the 
work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience 
also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 
excuse them [16] on that day when, according to my gospel, God 
judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.” (ESV) 
• Heterosexual immorality, Homosexuality, Transgender, 

Abortion, Gluttony, Laziness, Gambling, Anger, Substances, 
Health, Gluttony, Laziness, Finances, Greed, Government 

Abandoning God’s gift of Biblical revelation 
1 John 2:16–17 “For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. [17] And the world is passing away 
along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever.” 

4. Watch Out for Pleasing People 
Galatians 1:10 “For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of 
God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to 
please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.” 
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