
Don’t Learn the Hard Way! 
Jeremiah 15:4 “And I will make them a horror to all the 
kingdoms of the earth because of what Manasseh the son of 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, did in Jerusalem.” 

Learn the Easy Way! 
Come Back to Jesus - Closer Every Day 
Jeremiah 15:19 “Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘If you return, I 
will restore you, and you shall stand before me.’” 

Look for Opportunities to Speak Sweet Truth 
Jeremiah 15:19 “ If you utter what is precious, and not what is 
worthless, you shall be as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but 
you shall not turn to them.” 

Stand In Confidence with Your Creator! 
Jeremiah 15:20-21 “And I will make you to this people a fortified 
wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not 
prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, 
declares the LORD. [21] I will deliver you out of the hand of the 
wicked,  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

“IF?” - Jeremiah 15:19 

Will We Learn:  
The Easy Way or the Hard Way? 

2020 Bible Reading Plan: The New Testament!!! 
Will you join us? IN FELLOWSHIP WITH SOMEONE? 

Week #32: Hebrews 9-13 

In the Schoolhouse of Suffering 
Will We Learn…  

The Easy Way or the Hard Way? 
Lessons from Jeremiah - Jeremiah 13-15 (ESV) 

Where we’ve been… 
• A Conspiracy Against God - Jeremiah 11:1-11 
• A Conspiracy Against Jeremiah - Jeremiah 11:18-23 
• Will You Get Bitter or Better? Jeremiah 12 

Zoom Out & Understand the History of 
Humanity: Learn Quickly & Easily! 

2 Kings 18-25; 2 Chronicles 29-36 

I                        the Good 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:3–6) “he did what was right in the 
eyes of the LORD, according to all that David his father had 
done. [4] He removed the high places and broke the pillars and 
cut down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces the bronze 
serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the people of 
Israel had made offerings to it (it was called Nehushtan). [5] He 
trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, so that there was 
none like him among all the kings of Judah after him, nor 
among those who were before him. [6] For he held fast to the 
LORD. He did not depart from following him, but kept the 
commandments that the LORD commanded Moses.” 

R                           the Lord’s Salvation 
2 Kings 19:35–36 “And that night the angel of the LORD went 
out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. 
And when people arose early in the morning, behold, these were 
all dead bodies. [36] Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed 
and went home and lived at Nineveh.” 
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R                    the Cycle of Evil & Pull of Society  
722 BC - Assyria (north Iraq) conquers Israel (northern tribes), 

Hezekiah (good, 715–687/686BC) ->  Manasseh (evil, son, 
repents, 687/686–642BC) -> Amon (evil, son, 642–640BC)-> 
Josiah (good, son, 640–609BC) -> Jehoahaz (evil, son, 609BC) 
-> Eliakim/Jehoiakim (evil, brother, 609–598BC) -> Jehoiachin 
(evil, son, 598–597BC) -> Zedekiah (evil, brother, 597–586BC) 

586 BC - Babylon (southern Iraq) conquers Judah (~Jerusalem) 

2 Chronicles 36:11–16 "Zedekiah … did what was evil in the sight 
of the LORD his God. He did not humble himself before 
Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the LORD. 
… He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning 
to the LORD, the God of Israel. [14] All the officers of the priests 
and the people likewise were exceedingly unfaithful, following 
all the abominations of the nations. And they polluted the house 
of the LORD that he had made holy in Jerusalem.” 

R                      the Lord’s Persistent Love 
2 Chronicles 36:15 "The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent 
persistently to them by his messengers, because he had 
compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. [16] But 
they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words 
and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose 
against his people, until there was no remedy.” 

T                    in the Lord’s Deliverance  
2 Chronicles 36:22–23 “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king 
of Persia…” 

Will You Learn the Easy or Hard Way? 

Understand the Definition of Evil:  
E                     Yourself! 
- Do You Listen to the Bible? Do You Obey? 
Jeremiah 13:10 “This evil people, who refuse to hear my words, 
who stubbornly follow their own heart  and have gone after 
other gods to serve them and worship them, shall be like this 
loincloth, which is good for nothing.” 

Avoid God’s Wrath & Judgment:  
Change N            ! 
- Is God a Priority In Your Mind? 
Jeremiah 13:25 “you have forgotten me and trusted in lies.” 
- Are you Continuing In Hidden Sin? 
Jeremiah 13:27 “I have seen your abominations, your adulteries 
…Woe to you…How long will it be before you are made clean?” 

Watch Who You Follow: T       Your Teachers 
• Jeremiah 14:14 “The prophets are prophesying lies in my 

name. I did not send them, nor did I command them or speak 
to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless 
divination, and the deceit of their own minds.” 

• Jeremiah 23:29-30 “Is not my word like fire, declares the 
Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? 
Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, declares the 
Lord, who steal my words from one another.” 

Weep for the Rebellious: Be C                          
• Jeremiah 13:17 “But if you will not listen, my soul will weep in 

secret for your pride; my eyes will weep bitterly and run down 
with tears, because the LORD’s flock has been taken captive.” 

• Acts 7:42 “But God turned away and gave them over” 
• Hebrews 3:14–15 “For we have come to share in Christ, if 

indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. [15] As 
it is said, ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your 
hearts as in the rebellion.’” 
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In the Schoolhouse of Suffering  
Will We Learn:  

The Easy Way or the Hard Way? 
Lessons from Jeremiah  - Jeremiah 13-15 (ESV) 

Where we’ve been… 
• A Conspiracy Against God - Jeremiah 11:1-11 
• A Conspiracy Against Jeremiah - Jeremiah 11:18-23 
• Will You Get Bitter or Better? Jeremiah 12 

Zoom Out & Understand the History of 
Humanity: Learn Quickly & Easily! 

2 Kings 18-25; 2 Chronicles 29-36 

Imitate the Good 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:3–6) “he did what was right in the 
eyes of the LORD, according to all that David his father had 
done. [4] He removed the high places and broke the pillars and 
cut down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces the bronze 
serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the people of 
Israel had made offerings to it (it was called Nehushtan). [5] He 
trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, so that there was 
none like him among all the kings of Judah after him, nor 
among those who were before him. [6] For he held fast to the 
LORD. He did not depart from following him, but kept the 
commandments that the LORD commanded Moses.” 

Remember the Lord’s Salvation 
2 Kings 19:35–36 “And that night the angel of the LORD went 
out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. 
And when people arose early in the morning, behold, these were 
all dead bodies. [36] Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed 
and went home and lived at Nineveh.” 

Resist the Cycle of Evil & Pull of Society  
722 BC - Assyria (north Iraq) conquers Israel (northern tribes) 

Hezekiah (good, 715–687/686BC) ->  Manasseh (evil, son, 
repents, 687/686–642BC) -> Amon (evil, son, 642–640BC)-> 
Josiah (good, son, 640–609BC) -> Jehoahaz (evil, son, 609BC) 
-> Eliakim/Jehoiakim (evil, brother, 609–598BC) -> Jehoiachin 
(evil, son, 598–597BC) -> Zedekiah (evil, brother, 597–586BC) 

586 BC - Babylon (southern Iraq) conquers Judah (~Jerusalem) 

2 Chronicles 36:11–16 "Zedekiah … did what was evil in the sight 
of the LORD his God. He did not humble himself before 
Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the LORD. 
… He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning 
to the LORD, the God of Israel. [14] All the officers of the priests 
and the people likewise were exceedingly unfaithful, following 
all the abominations of the nations. And they polluted the house 
of the LORD that he had made holy in Jerusalem.” 

Receive the Lord’s Persistent Love 
2 Chronicles 36:15 "The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent 
persistently to them by his messengers, because he had 
compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. [16] But 
they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words 
and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose 
against his people, until there was no remedy.” 

Trust in the Lord’s Deliverance  
2 Chronicles 36:22–23 “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king 
of Persia…” 

Will You Learn the Easy or Hard Way? 
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Understand the Definition of Evil:  
Examine Yourself! 
- Do You Listen to the Bible? Do You Obey? 
Jeremiah 13:10 “This evil people, who refuse to hear my words, 
who stubbornly follow their own heart  and have gone after 
other gods to serve them and worship them, shall be like this 
loincloth, which is good for nothing.” 

Avoid God’s Wrath & Judgment:  
Change Now! 
- Is God a Priority In Your Mind? 
Jeremiah 13:25 “you have forgotten me and trusted in lies.” 
- Are you Continuing In Hidden Sin? 
Jeremiah 13:27 “I have seen your abominations, your adulteries 
…Woe to you…How long will it be before you are made clean?” 

Watch Who You Follow: Test Your Teachers 
• Jeremiah 14:14 “The prophets are prophesying lies in my 

name. I did not send them, nor did I command them or speak 
to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless 
divination, and the deceit of their own minds.” 

• Jeremiah 23:29-30 “Is not my word like fire, declares the 
Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? 
Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, declares the 
Lord, who steal my words from one another.” 

Weep for the Rebellious: Be Compassionate 
• Jeremiah 13:17 “But if you will not listen, my soul will weep in 

secret for your pride; my eyes will weep bitterly and run down 
with tears, because the LORD’s flock has been taken captive.” 

• Acts 7:42 “But God turned away and gave them over” 
• Hebrews 3:14–15 “For we have come to share in Christ, if 

indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. [15] As 
it is said, ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your 
hearts as in the rebellion.’” 

Don’t Learn the Hard Way! 
Jeremiah 15:4 “And I will make them a horror to all the 
kingdoms of the earth because of what Manasseh the son of 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, did in Jerusalem.” 

Learn the Easy Way! 
Come Back to Jesus - Closer Every Day 
Jeremiah 15:19 “Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘If you return, I 
will restore you, and you shall stand before me.’” 

Look for Opportunities to Speak Sweet Truth 
Jeremiah 15:19 “ If you utter what is precious, and not what is 
worthless, you shall be as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but 
you shall not turn to them.” 

Stand In Confidence with Your Creator! 
Jeremiah 15:20-21 “And I will make you to this people a fortified 
wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not 
prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, 
declares the LORD. [21] I will deliver you out of the hand of the 
wicked,  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 
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